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Applying to Art Shows 

Pursuing painting, and any other form of fine art, can seem impossible, and it is rather 

difficult. However, this mountain, this hurdle, this wall, or whatever you may call it, is 

conquerable. Nevertheless, without initiative one can never even hope to climb their obstacles. 

My goal with this report is to show that beginning this journey into, at the very least, the 

art world is not nearly as much of a colossal task most see it as. Rather, step is simple. Applying 

to art shows might just be one of the easiest things for an artist to do, and here I will show 

exactly why. Of course, one’s success in these shows is determined by more than the fact that 

they applied; one needs to be skilled enough to be in the show. Their art and reputation must 

meet expectations. Nonetheless, the act of applying to the show is something anyone can do, and, 

if skilled and lucky enough, do very well in. 

In this essay will illustrate information about the shows I have applied to in the past 

month. The sections will be divided into the various shows and their respective information; the 

subsections included show how I found out about each show, why I applies, what I hoped to gain 

from it, documentation regarding the show, and my reflection on the experience. 
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VISUAL ARTS GUILD OF FRISCO: FRESH START 

How I Found Out 

I actually learned of this show from two sources: my mentor, Mrs. Zahra Jahanyfard of 

Bahar Studio and the Visual Arts Guild of Frisco newsletter. In regards to how Mrs. Jahanyfard 

introduced me to the show, she did so when I was explaining my goals pertaining to my Original 

Work. She explained the show was a great way to involve myself with the Guild regardless if I 

made it into the show. The newsletter, on the other hand, was something I signed up for after 

participating in my first show, which was also hosted by Guild. It included information about 

various local events I could participate in to get my name out into the world.  

Why I was Interested 

Participating in this show is a great opportunity to network with other local artists; there I 

can learn about more events and possibly gain new contacts. Even better, though, I could make 

new connections with artists and the organizers of the Guild. In this sense, participating in this 

exhibit is a way to further connect with the Guild and possibly join it. Of course, this show also 

provides me with more experience; learning how to talk and act in these environments can be 

very valuable. More importantly, I have already applied to one of their shows, so I know this will 

be a good opportunity.  

Why this Show 

Of course, I could have applied to any show the Visual Arts Guild of Frisco is hosting. I 

applied to this one because it does not have a very specific theme, which allows me to submit 

just about any art piece to it. I also trust the Guild and feel comfortable interacting with the 

people in it. Moreover, participating in local events is much easier than those in big cities. 
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Transporting the paintings far away can be a hassle, and local events tend to be more friendly to 

newcomers.  

What I Hope to Gain From This 

My goal in the show is to gain some new contacts. I would like to learn about more 

upcoming events, and I feel as though I could learn a great deal from the local artists. I am also 

incredibly curious to see what others think of my work. Is it worthy of being in the show? Will 

people like it? Will they critique it? What they say will not define or necessarily change my 

work, but it can influence me to find ways to improve and better my art and self. 

Documentation 
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Reflection 

The process of learning about this exhibition showed me the importance of networking. I 

mean, without knowing Mrs. Jahanyfard or having signed up for the newsletter, I would have 

never known about this show. More importantly, I would have missed out on an opportunity to 

showcase my talents and a chance to challenge myself. I have also realized how important it is to 

join local groups; if I do not sign up as a member of the Visual Arts Guild of Frisco (VAGF), 

then I will not be able to participate in the exhibition. By joining local organizations I am able to 

find more opportunities. Knowing this opens up more options for me in the future. 

 

VISUAL ARTS GUILD OF FRISCO: EXHIBIT AT WYNDHAM DALLAS 

How I Found Out 

I found out about this show through the other VAGF exhibition I have applied to. It was 

in the same page the registration for the Fresh Start exhibition was posted. After reading about 

the show, I decided it was a good fit. 

Why I was Interested 

The application for this exhibition is practically the same as the other one; both are 

located in the same website, SmarterEntry.com. So, it would be fairly easy to apply to this show, 

and it would not require much work. Although, admittedly it is somewhat far away, but going to 

Dallas is always enjoyable. I am sure I could do something else while there. Also, I have never 

participated in a show located at a hotel; it seems different and exciting.  

Why this Show 



 

   Rosa Nanini 6 

The purpose of the exhibition is to decorate a hotel, so the really is no theme. Therefore, 

as long as it is something that would look good in a hotel, I can submit just about anything. I also 

will be able to see how well my art is suited for this kind of exhibition. I am assuming so because 

my art tends to be pretty grounded in reality, even if the colors or strokes are not realistic. Of 

course, maybe that could be seen as less interesting, as it is not abstract. My artwork is usually 

sort of small, which could be seen as not as easily discernible or interesting. Testing my abilities 

in this way seems, to me, something that could prove invaluable. 

What I Hope to Gain From This 

Applying to this show will undoubtedly teach me more about how various kinds of 

exhibitions are held. Moreover, this experience will allow me to further my networking abilities 

and introduce me to new artists. I am sure I can learn a great deal from not just the artists, but 

also from those working for the hotel. The prospect of driving somewhere far away to showcase 

my art is exciting. It gives me a sense of fulfillment different from a more local show. 
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Documentation 
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Reflection 

The application process for this show illustrated how important it is for me to be prepared 

to do what the show requires of me; many shows, like this one, need me to hang up and set up 

my work. I need to take this into account when applying for shows this far away. The fact that 

this is sponsored- if that is the right word- by VAGF, but not necessarily hosted by it shows me 

the flexibility and variety of exhibitions I can participate if I join an organization. I have learned 

that there are various types of shows that each fit specific people and art; I need to apply for the 

types of shows I make the best fit for. 
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THEGALLERY8680: RED 

How I Found Out 

My mentor informed of this exhibition. Mrs. Jahanyfard explained usually The Gallery 

8680 hosts shows with themes like this one, RED. She thought it would be a good opportunity to 

do try to make it into a more distinct kind of art show. The information for the exhibition was in 

their website and the application was made through email. 

Why I was Interested 

I saw the exhibition as an way to further expose myself away from just the VAGF shows 

I have been applying to. The theme was also incredibly interesting; the idea of having an 

exhibition entirely made up of red artworks was intriguing. I also wanted to know how literal the 

theme was because I did not have any red art pieces.  

Why this Show 

My reasoning for applying was based on the opportunity Mrs. Jahanyfard mentioned and 

the possibility to try something new. I felt that I could learn a great deal by participating on a 

show that could teach me about the infinite expressions of RED. Applying to the show seemed 

easy as well, so I felt that it would not be much of risk. 

What I Hope to Gain From This 

My goal was to test my artwork in a different sort of theme and explore the possibilities 

of more specific exhibitions. If all went well, I hoped to learn more about how to express myself 

through new means. My curiosity in regards to how well my art would do in this show proved to 

be another motivation to apply. 
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Documentation 
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Reflection 

Of course, I actually did not make it into the show. However, I am not fazed; my mentor 

from last year, Ms. Mary Vernon, told me to wear failure like a badge. Failure is there to teach 

me something. Once I learn from it, I can move on. In this case, I learned to follow instructions 

more diligently; I was denied because my art was not red enough. They were right, red was not 

the main focus of the art. Instead, it was just another color. From now on, though, I hope to better 

prepare myself for art shows and act more diligently as a response. 

 

VISUAL ARTS GUILD OF BOOKER T. WASHINGTON HS: YOUNG AMERICAN 

TALENT 

How I Found Out 

One of my art teachers sent showed me the show. She sent me an email with the 

information of the event and asked me to take a look at it. The show is for local students only, so 

it is not as official. Nevertheless, it is an exhibition that could provide me with new 

opportunities. 

Why I was Interested 

I have never done well in these kind of shows. Maybe my art is not as good as some of 

my peers; student shows tend to be a weakness of mine. That makes me see this as a challenge I 

would like to tackle. The application is also cheaper than most shows, so I feel like this would be 

another way to test my abilities. 

Why this Show 
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As mentioned before, the cheaper price made the decision much easier. However, I also 

applied to this show because there is no theme and the show is juried. I will be able to apply any 

art piece and learn about its strengths and weaknesses, about my strength and weaknesses.  

What I Hope to Gain From This 

I hope to prove myself as an artist and to see what others outside of my local area believe 

of my art. The only way to truly prove myself as an artist is to have people judge my art; it is the 

only way to truly improve. Even if the criticism is not necessarily good, the fact that it exists is 

reason enough to find better ways to improve. 

Documentation 
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Reflection 

At first I did not want to apply for this show. Not necessarily out of fear, but because I 

would prefer to compete with adults and not students. I want to fully dedicate myself to this 

career; competing against students seems like something I should avoid. However, I realized that 

there is no reason not to apply for this. In fact, it could actually be beneficial; I am a student after 

all. Participating in a show more catered towards my skills could be a great learning tool. 
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OVERALL REFLECTION 

Applying to art shows may seem daunting at first, but, as seen by the examples here, 

barely takes any effort at all. There is not essay or long process involved besides a possible 

artists statement and photos of the artworks. The only factors that could impede someone from 

applying for an exhibition is money or their location. Of course, the whole ordeal is not a 

brainless process. It is important to see how well suited one if for the show he or she plans to 

attend; submitting an application for an exhibition one is not suited for is simply a waste of 

money. Besides, as Mrs. Jahanyfard explained, one does not need to apply to every show 

available. Yes, if one shoots in all directions eventually they will hit, but that could take a great 

deal of time and money. It is much safer to do research on the show being considered. 

By examining where and when a show will be help, what is looks for, why one wants to 

apply for it, and who is hosting it a person can see exactly how well suited and prepared he or 

she is for the exhibition. Not every exhibition is worth applying for; those that are require 

research to find. No perfect opportunity will suddenly appear. One must take initiative to seek 

out their goals. 

This point was made clear by Mrs. Jahanyfard. It is through dedication and research that 

one find the right show for themselves. The perfect opportunity is not found, but created. 

Furthermore, failure will be common; however, it is what fuels success. Failure teaches one 

exactly what he or she needs to do to succeed. Applying for these exhibitions is fairly easy; 

anyone can do it. Nonetheless, what defines a great artist from a regular one is how much 

thought and dedication they put into which exhibitions they apply for and how they go about 

doing so. 
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